
Vincent van Gogh 1853-1890 
Vincent Van Gogh was born on March 30, 1853, in Holland.  
Van Gogh studied the works of many artists such as J.F. Millet, Rubens, and several Japanese artists, including Hokusai. 
He drew the coal minors of Borinage, landscapes of cornfields, vases of flowers, and many self-portraits. He tried to study 
art very seriously at the Academy of Art in Antwerp. In 1886, Van Gogh moved to Paris to live with Theo. There he met 
many of the Impressionist painters.  In time, one of the most recognizable aspects of Van Gogh’s paintings became his 
bold use of color. In 1888, Van Gogh moved to Arles in the south of France.  Starry Night is probably the most famous 
print that Van Gogh painted. It inspired Don McLean to write a song and as a person studying Van Gogh you should know 
what it means. First of all Starry Night was painted while Van Gogh was in an asylum at Saint-Remy. He was not able to 
paint picture from an actual view point, it is strictly from his mind. There are references of many of his prints: Starry Night, 
Sunflower Series, The Potato Eaters.  Van Gogh only sold one painting in his life. He attempted suicide by shooting 
himself in the chest, which ultimately led to his death 2 days later. Through his art and letters that he left – it is truly known 
that Van Gogh was never understood the way that he felt was accurate. 
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