Rousseau, Henri -- known as Le Douanier Rousseau (1844-1910). French painter who is one of the most celebrated
of naive (untrained) artists. A look at any painting by Rousseau reveals his use of a simple style that recalls childlike
drawing. Rousseau taught himself to paint and did not master the technical skills employed by painters since the
Renaissance to render perspective and volume. Only a few artists, including some of the impressionists, recognized
the value of Rousseau’s compositions. He died in 1910 — he was 65. Only 7 people attended his funeral. Rousseau
was buried in a pauper's grave, but his greatness began to be widely acknowledged soon after his death.
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