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Diego Rivera(1886-1957) 

Diego Maria de la Concepcion Juan Nepomuceno Estanislao de la Rivera y Barrientos Acosta y Rodriguez better 

known as Diego Rivera, was born on December 13, 1886, in Guanajuato, Mexico. At the age of three he began 

drawing and at thirteen, he began studying art at the Academy of San Carlos in Mexico City. Diego Rivera is 

considered to be the greatest Mexican painter of the 20th century. His paintings and national murals helped develop 

Mexico’s identity. It is difficult to think of Mexico without seeing the bright, colorful images of Diego Rivera’s 

paintings, depicting the pre-Columbian mystique and the working-class people of his beloved country. Rivera is a 

realist – which means he paints what he sees.  In 1956, on his 70th birthday, Mexico paid tribute to Rivera. He died 

the following year and was officially honored and buried in the Rotunda of Illustrious Men in Mexico City. 
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