
Edgar Degas 
Born July 19, 1834 in Paris  
 Very intelligent went to very prestigious boarding school.  Studied hard, very good student, went on to law school to fulfill 
his father’s orders. He didn’t like studying law & went to Italy to study art. Father saw his talent and encouraged him to 
continue. He was 21 when he took his first art class. He painted slowly. He would draw the subject first many times and 
then put the subject in settings that never happened, but could happen. He is considered an impressionist because there is 
so much emotion, detail and light in his paintings.  He is best known for his paintings of racehorses and dancers. 
From his sketches he would create beautiful paintings.  But something made his work different from the others: 
movement.  As Degas got older he became blind, but that didn’t stop his art career, he began sculpting.  Degas died, very 
famous and wealthy, when he was 83. 
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