
Painter, born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Stuart Davis 

He was surrounded by Artists  His mother was a sculptor. His father was art editor with a newspaper. 
(the Philadelphia Press) . Davis supported himself by doing illustrations for Harper's Weekly (a 
newspaper).  He experimented with the collage. He pasted paper on the surface of his canvases and 
painted imitations of wallpapers, labels, etc. Davis enjoyed translating the sights and sounds of 
American life. He was one of the first artists to appreciate jazz music. He blended hot, fully saturated 
oranges, pinks and magentas and lively dancing shapes to form a pictures to show the rhythms of 
jazz.  He began shapes and words in his paintings. Stuart Davis tried to use many styles of art – but 
still had his own style and was well respected by other artists. 
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